The study of Chinese language teaching and learning in Nigeria by IFEANYI SUNNY ODINYE
 
 
学校编码：10384                                                                                 分类号______密级______ 






   
博 士 学 位 论 文 
THE STUDY OF CHINESE LANGUAGE 
TEACHING AND LEARNING IN NIGERIA 
尼日利亚中文教学研究 
SUNNY IFEANYI ODINYE (孙尼) 
 
指导教师姓名：郑通涛  教授 
专  业   名   称：汉语言文字学 
论文提交日期：2013 年 5 月 
论文答辩时间：2013 年  月 




评         阅       人：__________ 
















               XIAMEN UNIVERSITY 
                             SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES 
  
                               DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE LANGUAGE 
 
PhD THESIS   
ON  
 
 THE STUDY OF CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHING AND 
LEARNING IN NIGERIA 
 
SUBMITTED BY 




SUPERVISOR: PROF. ZHENG TONGTAO 
 
Thesis submitted in partial requirements of the department of 
Chinese language for the fulfilment of the degree leading to 



















































































The history of Chinese language teaching and learning in Nigeria is not long. 
The first Confucius Institute in Nigeria was established in 2008. There are about five 
thousand (5000) students and nineteen (19) teachers learning and teaching Chinese 
language respectively in Nigeria at the time of conducting this research. The study of 
Chinese language teaching and learning in Nigeria is the topic of this research which 
has five research questions. 
The first and second research questions are: (i) Do Nigerian learners of 
Chinese language have positive or negative attitude towards Chinese language and its 
learning, and (ii) Are Nigerian learners of Chinese language intrinsically or 
extrinsically motivated in learning Chinese language? To find answers to the above 
research questions, a questionnaire was constructed, administered to nine hundred and 
fifty five (955) students, collected and analysed. At the end it was found that (i) 
Nigerian learners of Chinese language have positive attitude towards Chinese 
language and its learning and (ii) Nigerian learners of Chinese language are 
extrinsically motivated in learning Chinese language. 
The third research question is ‘What are the beliefs of the Chinese language 
teachers in teaching and learning Chinese language?’ In order to find answer to this 
research question, a questionnaire was constructed, administered to nineteen (19) 
teachers, collected and analysed. At the end it was found that majority of the Chinese 
language teachers have common beliefs in teaching and learning Chinese language. 
The fourth research question is ‘What is the proficiency of Nigerian learners 
of Chinese language?’ To find out the proficiency of Nigerian learners of Chinese 
language, a proficiency test (HSK Level II) was adapted from Chinese testing website, 
administered to three hundred and eighty nine (389) students, collected and analysed. 
At the end it was found out that Nigerian learners of Chinese language have above 
average which means their proficiency in Chinese language is good. 
The final research question is ‘What are the challenges Chinese language 
teaching and learning are facing in Nigeria?’ The data was collected through 
observation, casual interview and discussion with teachers and students. The 
researcher found out that there are major and minor challenges facing Chinese 
language teaching and learning in Nigeria. Some of the major challenges are shortage 
of Chinese language teaching center (Confucius Institute) and lack of enough Chinese 
language teachers while some of the minor challenges are short duration of Chinese 
volunteer teachers and lack of local Chinese language teachers.    
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